
 
 
 

 
 
CONTACT: Karen Smith (302) 577-8497    For Immediate Release 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
2009 Governor’s Tourism Conference  
Tourism Leaders Honored at Awards Luncheon  

 
DOVER, Del. (April 2, 2009) – Governor Jack Markell and the Delaware Tourism Office 
honored several of the state’s most committed tourism professionals at the 2009 Governor’s 
Tourism Conference at the Heritage Shores Club in Bridgeville, Delaware.  
 
The Governor’s Tourism Conference focuses on creative marketing techniques and innovative 
ideas for tourism-related organizations throughout the state.   The conference is designed to 
reinforce existing tourism development efforts and plan for future initiatives by increasing to 
visitation and profitability.  
 
“Tourism is extremely important to Delaware’s economy, and my administration is committed to 
doing as much as we can to keep our tourism industry thriving,” said Governor Jack Markell. 
“Our combination of rich natural beauty, a storied history and a unique, close-knit atmosphere 
will make visitors’ time here an amazing experience.” 
 
This year’s conference attracted more than 150 local participants representing all facets of the 
tourism industry.  “It’s an honor to welcome the participants of the Governor’s Tourism 
Conference to Bridgeville,” said Linda Parkowski, Director of Tourism. “Today’s conference 
further educates tourism professionals on various local, regional and national trends and best 
practices in tourism destination marketing and business development.” 
 
The 2009 Governor’s Tourism Awards recognize persons and events which enhance Delaware’s 
tourism industry.  Nominations were submitted by tourism professionals and winners were 
chosen based on significant contributions they made to the success of the industry. 
 
Recipients of the 2009 Governor’s Tourism Awards include:  
 
Rehoboth Beach Main Street and Partners received the Best Partnership Award for their  
partnership between private industry, public officials, residents, government agencies, the police 
and fire departments, and the U.S. Coast Guard to present the annual Rehoboth Beach Main 
Street July 4th Fireworks event.  Rehoboth Beach Main Street takes great pride in the fact that the 
partners are involved year after year, representing a stable ad hoc committee of City employees, 



elected officials, business owners, residents, restaurants, hotels, services, civic groups, and much 
more, all working together on this hometown event that brings increased tourism and regional 
visibility to downtown Rehoboth Beach.   
 
The DuPont Clifford Brown Jazz Festival was awarded the Hall of Fame:  Annual Event 
Award for its always-entertaining, highly anticipated annual event honors the memory of 
Delaware jazz legend, Clifford Brown, an acclaimed trumpeter whose life ended tragically from 
an automobile accident in 1956. The annual Jazz Festival has received worldwide acclaim and 
from every perspective – its longevity; the ability to attract quality artists, audiences, and 
sponsors; and recognition for Delaware and the region, the Festival clearly generates sustainable 
tourism in our state.   
 
Kent County Tourism received the Tourism Awareness and Advocate Award for the creation 
of their first major tourism education program, “Exploring Tourism Opportunities in Central 
Delaware.” This education and awareness program is part of the group’s ongoing commitment to 
education and awareness.  Featuring a dual education track, focusing both on hoteliers and 
general tourism, the program demonstrated was successful in achieving its goal of promoting the 
benefits of tourism 
 
Leland C. Jennings, Jr. received the Roy Klein Hall of Fame: Individual Achievement 
Award for his work with Delaware State Parks and especially for his efforts with Fort Delaware.  
Mr. Jennings’ planning and preservation knowledge of Delaware history and his long-term 
contributions to the tourism industry are immeasurable.  Not only does he oversee historic 
projects at Delaware State Parks, he is the driving force on getting projects done. Mr. Jennings’ 
tireless efforts tremendously increased visitation to these parks. 
  
 
 
About Delaware Tourism Office 
The Delaware Tourism Office, 99 Kings Highway in Dover, Del., part of the Delaware 
Economic Development Office, promotes tourism and economic growth in Delaware. For more 
information, visit the official Delaware Tourism Web site at www.VisitDelaware.com or call 
toll-free (866) 284-7483. 
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