BELAWARE NEWS RELEASE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Delaware Launches Affordable Entrepreneurial Training Program
Applications Now Available

WILMINGTON, Del. (August 11, 2011) — The Delaware Economic Development Office will introduce the
state’s only active FastTrac entrepreneurial training program next month to help entrepreneurs hone
the skills they need to create, manage and grow successful businesses in Delaware. Applications are now
available for the first 5-week series, to begin Monday, Sept. 12.

“New business growth in Delaware will be fueled by entrepreneurs,” said Governor Jack Markell. “We’re
investing in entrepreneurs who will start, build and grow businesses. This program and its participants
will be providing Delaware with the jobs of tomorrow which are important to long term economic
growth.”

Developed by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, FastTrac, the nation’s leading entrepreneurial
education program, provides practical, hands-on business development training to participants. The
program is offered by DEDQ’s Certified Kauffman FastTrac Affiliate, the Delaware Emerging Technology
Center. DEDO will make two course tracks available for the first series:

FastTrac® NewVenture® is written by entrepreneurs for aspiring entrepreneurs. Course modules will
focus on developing a business concept that will help participants build new start-ups. Classes will be
held twice a week, each Tuesday and Thursday, from noon to 4 p.m. in Wilmington. Certified facilitators
for FastTrac NewVenture include:

e John Childress, CEO, Childress Business Consulting, Inc

e Shawn Myers,CEO, Integrity Advisors

e Darnyelle Jervey, Founder and CEO, Incredible One Enterprises
e Greg Reaves- President, Mosaic Development Partners

FastTrac® GrowthVenture® will help existing entrepreneurs sharpen their strategic thinking skills as
they plan to grow and build sustainable businesses. Classes will be held twice a week, each Monday and
Thursday, from 5 to 9 p.m. in Wilmington. Certified facilitators for FastTrac GrowthVenture include:

e Franne McNeal, Significant Business Results Coach

e Robert O’Brien, Delaware SCORE Vice Chairman and Managing Partner, Sequentus International
Corporation

e Carla Holland, Business Advisor, Statewide Training Coordinator, Delaware SBTDC

The value of each course is S800 per person, but all qualified registrants will receive an automatic
scholarship reducing the tuition to $250 per person. The tuition is reimbursable, minus a $50
administration fee, upon successful completion of the program. Each successful participant will receive a
certificate of completion from Kauffman FastTrac.

Interested candidates may apply for the first series at http://deetc.affiliate.fasttrac.org.




About the Delaware Economic Development Office

DEDO is an executive state agency responsible for attracting new investors and businesses to the state,
promoting the expansion of existing industry, assisting small and minority-owned businesses, promoting
and developing tourism and creating new and improved employment opportunities for all citizens of the
State. Visit dedo.delaware.gov. Follow DEDO on Facebook or Twitter @DEDOgov.

Contact:

Nikki Lavoie, DEDO
Nikki.Lavoie @state.de.us
302-672-6857
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