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New Farmers Market Will Crop Up in Smyrna on June 16
Vendor Applications are Now Available

Smyrna, Del. (May 24, 2012) — A new farmers market will open in Smyrna on Saturday, June 16 at the S.
Market Street Plaza. The Smyrna Farmers Market will be open every Saturday, rain or shine, until
October 27 from9a.m.to 1 p.m.

The market is now accepting vendor applications to participate in its first season. Local farmers,
processors, artisans and craft workers, and nonprofit organizations are invited to apply. Shoppers may
expect to find farm fresh produce, herbs, flowers, eggs, meats, jams and jellies, artwork, jewelry and
other local items.

In addition, youth (up to 18 years old) may apply to participate as junior vendors.

Neighboring businesses and organizations including Debbie's Country Florist, Flowers & Vines by Tracy,
Heart of Smyrna, Main Street Market, Sayer's Jewelers & Gemologists, Sheridan's Irish Pub, the Smyrna
Opera House, Smyrna Sporting Goods and others will be open to market vendors and shoppers.

The Delaware Economic Development Office , the Town of Smyrna and the Smyrna Downtown
Renaissance Association played an integral role in bringing the market to the historic, small town,
located in central Delaware, just 12 miles north of the state capital of Dover.

“Farmers markets promote healthy communities and bolster local economies,” said DEDO Director Alan
Levin. “The new Smyrna Farmers Market will offer value to town’s budding business community,
attracting both local residents and the state’s neighbors to the downtown every Saturday.”

AmeriCorps VISTA worker Carly James, who is completing a year of service at DEDO, has been the lead
on the project.

“Farmers markets are not only community spaces for socializing and gathering, but they are also
community-sponsored engines for economic development,” said James. “The Smyrna Farmers Market
will connect Smyrna’s rich agricultural history with its present demand for local, affordable, healthy food
options.”

James explained that Smyrna residents and community organizations expressed a desire for a farmers
market in the town. She surveyed the community for feedback and learned that residents and business
owners were supportive of the idea. The three organizations have now partnered together to bring
fresh, local food and other goods to the town.

There are a few fundraising activities to support the market. The group is selling tickets for a 50/50
drawing. The winner will be announced at the grand opening celebration at 10 a.m. In addition, Sambo’s
Tavern in Leipsic donated a gift package. Tickets are $2 each, or 3 for S5, and can be purchased at the
restaurant.



With the new Smyrna location, Delaware has a total of 27 local farmers markets planned during the
spring and summer. Other new markets this year include 12th and Brandywine (Wilmington), Barn at
Five Points (near Lewes), Garfield Park (New Castle), Hockessin, Long Neck, Millsboro, Millville, Orchard
Point (Bridgeville), Selbyville, Trolley Square (Wilmington) and Village Fresh (Wilmington).

Vendor applications are available for download on the Town of Smyrna website at
http://www.smyrna.delaware.gov/index.aspx?nid=365. In an effort to make the market accessible to
more vendors, the recommended liability insurance is now optional.

Farmers markets provide a significant economic boost to Delaware agriculture. The 2011 season, which
featured 16 community-sponsored markets, brought in $1.8 million. In 2010, with 14 markets, they
brought in $1.3 million.

For a complete list of farmers markets and on-the-farm markets, along with opening dates and hours,
visit dda.delaware.gov
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About the Delaware Economic Development Office

The Delaware Economic Development Office is an executive state agency responsible for attracting new
investors and businesses to the state, promoting the expansion of existing industry, assisting small and
minority-owned businesses, promoting and developing tourism and creating new and improved
employment opportunities for all citizens of the State. Visit dedo.delaware.gov. Follow DEDO on
Facebook or Twitter @DEDOgov.
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