Downtown Development Districts
Grant Program

The Downtown Development Districts Act was created to leverage state resources in a
limited number of designated areas in Delaware’s cities and towns to:
> spur private capital investment in commercial business districts and other
neighborhoods;
> stimulate job growth and improve the commercial vitality of our cities and towns; and
> help build a stable community of long-term residents in our downtowns and

other neighborhoods.

FIND OUT MORE
Visit DeStateHousing.com
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Thank you to all those that nominated the individuals
and activities that are being recognized tonight.
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Awardee
Award Category

Craig Aleman
Outstanding Downtown Business Owner of the Year
for the City of Seaford

“Craig is owner of the Aleman Investment Group, which is located in downtown
Seaford, in addition to being a fulltime lawyer for Tunnel & Raysor, P.A. He has been
instrumental in the redevelopment and reuse of several locations downtown and
bringing jobs back to the downtown. In addition to his investment in property, he
has been instrumental in the Seaford Tomorrow group by working pro bono to help
them obtain their so1c3 status, which they recently received. He has been an avid
supporter of the City and the Downtown Development Districts program.”

--City of Seaford

Awardee Keila Montalvo and Albert Sierra
Owners of Petite Sweets
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owners of the Year

for the City of Milford

“Petite Sweets is a 2015 Project Pop-up business. Even before opening their doors

Keila and Albert made the effort to become part of the community and support

downtown Milford. They participated in the Farmers Market, International Food

Festival and Holiday Stroll. As new tenants, they improved both the inside and

outside of their Main Street store by painting and renovating the bathroom. Petite

Sweets has been a great addition to our downtown business community.”
--Downtown Milford Inc.

Awardee Brian Shannon
Laurel Redevelopment Corporation
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owner of the Year

for the Town of Laurel

“Brian Shannon of the Laurel Redevelopment Corp. is being recognized for his work
as the Chair in the recent Ramble Along Broad Creek event. Brian oversaw a
Committee of 20, assisted with raising $235,000 which has been invested and
contributed in Laurel from persons, businesses and agencies that assisted with the
environmental studies and success of the Fall 2015 Ramble Fall Festival, which gave
Laurel Residents an opportunity to envision the redevelopment of the Broadcreek
and Ramble Project.”

--Town of Laurel

Awardee Amber Shader
Owner of First and Little/Amber Shader Photography
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business of the Year for the

Town of Middletown

“Middletown Main Street would like to recognize Amber Shader, Middletown Main
Street board member and owner of first & little Children’s Boutique, for her work as
a board member for the Fashion On Main Spring and Fall fashion shows. Specifically,
Amber co-produced and organized the overall aspects of the shows and events, Am-
ber helped develop, market and participated in every show since 2013 which resulted
in raising over $10,000 as well as the attendance or more than 2,000 guests. She was
also one of the first in the state to participate in Project Pop-Up.”
--Middletown Main Street

Awardee Michelle Quaranta
Owner of 2nd Act Antiques, Collectibles & Treasures
Award Category Outstanding Business Owner of the Year for

Old New Castle

“The New Castle Community Partnership, Inc. would like to recognize Michelle
Quaranta, resident, small business owner and board member for her vision and
execution of a “town” sponsorship package. There were meetings, many emails and
countless revisions, but she “got it done”. Michelle immediately purchased one of
the sponsorship levels for her business, 2nd ACT Antiques, and she has two other
businesses already interested. We are fortunate to have Michelle in our town and
on our Board.”

--New Castle Community Partnership, Inc.

Awardee Heidi Lowe
Owner of Heidi Lowe Gallery
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owner for the

City of Rehoboth Beach

“Local artist Heidi Lowe, owner of Heidi Lowe Gallery and Rehoboth Beach Main
Street Board Member, collaborated with Rehoboth Beach Main Street and the City of
Rehoboth Beach, to create a ho liday design for the Lighthouse Circle in downtown
Rehoboth Beach. Many thanks to Heidi for her concept and creation of the cutouts
depicting downtown. By working collectively a unique holiday design provided a
festive greeting to all who enter downtown Rehoboth Beach.”

--Rehoboth Beach Main Street
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Awardee Karen and Woody Gill
Owners of Royal Treatments and
Smyrna Cards and Gifts

Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owners for the
Town of Smyrna

“Karen and Woody Gill, husband-wife team and owners of Royal Treatments and
Smyrna Cards and Gifts on Main Street in Smyrna, consistently provide outstanding
products and customer service to the community, and continue to partner with
Downtown Delaware as mentors on the new Rural Business Mentoring Program.
Further, Karen has become an active board member with the Smyrna Downtown
Renaissance Association (SDRA) to represent the downtown merchants. They are
giving back to the community in a big way!”

--Town of Smyrna

Awardee Jimmy Hackett
Owner of Leo and Jimmy’s Delicatessen
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owner for the

City of Wilmington

“Jimmy Hackett, affectionately known as “the mayor of Market Street” was our
community’s biggest cheerleader. He took pride in his community by investing in the
property next door to his Deli, 726 N Market Street and renovated it appropriately.
Jimmy was also very active within the community: a volunteer with The Grand Opera
House for 40 years, president of the Downtown Business Association for 20 years,
a founding member of Kiwanis and served on the Wilmington police and fire
advisory boards.”

--Main Street Wilmington

T

Awardee Scott Morrison
Owner of Chelsea Tavern and
Ernest & Scott Taproom

Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owner for the
City of Wilmington

“Scott Morrison was becoming the next generation downtown business leader,
opening Chelsea Tavern in 2010 and Ernest & Scott Taproom in 2012, with 3 Doors
Brew Pub slated to open in late 2016. Three restaurants in a two block area is a big
investment, but Scott was even more personally invested in the revitalization of
our downtown. Always in conversations about public safety, design, economic
development and promotion. As a business owner, he lived the four points of
Main Street.”

--Main Street Wilmington

Awardee Brian Raughley
Owner of Dead Presidents Pub & Restaurant
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Business Owner for the

Lincoln/Union Business District

“West Side Grows Together would like to recognize Brian Raughley, owner of
Dead Presidents Pub and Restaurant at 618 N. Union St, for his work as business
participant in the Better Block Project on N. Union St. in Wilmington, DE over the
last two summers. Brian played a key role in the planning and implementation of
the event in both 2014 and 2015, including adding outdoor seating to his restaurant
each night, sponsoring art installations to his building, and contributing to publicity
through his own social media network.”

--West Side Grows Together
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Awardees
Award Category

David Perlmutter, Faith Diamond, Warren Diamond
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
City of Seaford

“Seaford Management, LLC started with the redevelopment of land along the
Nanticoke River - Residences at Riverplace, high end gated apartment community
inclusive of a clubhouse, pool and boat slips. Since this project, they have worked in
the downtown to acquire several other properties to facilitate a project they refer to
that the Seaford Town Center. They are focused on the City’s former power plant for
a mixed use facility to be known as the Galleria at Riverwalk and have acquired two
other condemned locations to redevelop into mixed use. Additional plans continue
to develop with regard to this project. They are working hand in hand with the City
of Seaford and the State of Delaware via the Downtown Development District
credits to make this redevelopment a success.”

--City of Seaford

Awardee
Award Category

Gregory V. Moore, P.E. and Becker Morgan Group
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
City of Dover

“Gregory V. Moore, P.E. and The Becker Morgan Group have been integral to Dover’s
downtown redevelopment. Mr. Moore has been President of the Downtown Dover
Partnership since June 2010. BMG staff have served on Main Street Committees,
prepared architectural plans for North Street improvements, Loockerman Way Plaza
and the renovation of the property that now houses Delaware E-ZPass. The BMG
has also provided extensive in-kind services in support of multiple projects in
downtown Dover including preparing drawings and assisting with marketing sites.”
--Downtown Dover Partnership

Awardee
Award Category

City of Milford Parks & Recreation Dept.
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
City of Milford

“The City of Milford’s Parks and Recreation Department is an irreplaceable partner in
downtown Milford’s successful revitalization efforts. Without the Department none
of our achievements are possible. They are supportive of not only DMI, but other
organization such as the Greater Milford Chamber of Commerce and the Boys and
Girls Club. In 2015 alone they contributed 1060 hours to 14 different events/activities
which makes Milford a wonderful place to live, work, play and shop.”

--Downtown Milford Inc.

Awardee
Award Category

Georgetown Arts & Flowers
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
Town of Georgetown

“The Town of Georgetown would like to recognize the Georgetown Arts & Flowers,
Inc., a nonprofit stakeholder, for their work as a community partner in the contin-
ued beautification of Downtown Georgetown. Specifically, this group oversees the
colorful hanging baskets that enhance our downtown corridor; decoration of East
Market Street, in cooperation with local businesses, with scarecrows; decoration of
the Circle with evergreens and bows during Christmas; the planting of spring bulbs;
and coordinates an Annual Children’s Art Show. These small projects reemphasize
why Georgetown is Well Rounded.”
--Town of Georgetown

Awardee
Award Category

Buccini /Pollin Group
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
City of Wilmington

“Throughout Wilmington’s history there have been corporations and individuals
who have taken the lead in building a better city. In 1999, The Buccini Pollin Group
took the lead by purchasing three buildings from DuPont and Chris, Rob and the
BPG team have not looked back. They have purchased 28 buildings along Market
Street, created over 1,500 new residential units, are active members of Main Street
Wilmington, Downtown Visions, Wilmington Housing Partnership and much, much
more. “We Build Communities” is the BPG brand...and that requires partnering with
the community.”

--Main Street Wilmington
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Awardee “Team Laurel” - Ed Lewandowski, Jules Bruck
& Lee Ann Walling
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the

Town of Laurel

“This nomination recognizes a team of three: “Much of their time and commitment
exceeds their regular work duties because of their vision for the town and belief in
its potential.”

By asking “What does Laurel want?” Ed Lewandowski has been the catalyst to build
“Team Laurel” and thus, The Ramble Project. He hosted the Build a Better Block in
September 2015 and has enthusiastically invested time, effort, and knowledge into
moving the Ramble Project forward. “Laurel would not be moving in the direction
that it is today without Ed.” The Project is focused on the revitalization of downtown
Laurel using the waterfront as a catalyst for reinvestment in area.

Brought in by Ed Lewandowski, Jules Bruck provided landscape planning that resulted
in a vision for the potential of the river and surrounding area that the community
could buy into. She has enthusiastically brought colleagues and consultants in to do
environmental and engineering studies, furthering the actual development of the
concept of a viable and sustainable riverfront and river walk along Broad Creek.

Lee Ann Walling successfully sought USDA grant funding through DEDO on behalf
of Laurel that resulted in the ability to fund Build a Better Block, launch a feasibility
study of nature tourism opportunities in the area, develop a new community brand,
and created a website to market The Ramble Project and the overall Reimagine
Laurel concept. Created website, Facebook page, blog, and other social media to
publicize efforts in non-traditional ways. “

--Brian Shannon

Sital Soni
Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
Town of Middletown

Awardee
Award Category

“The Middletown Main Street would like to recognize Sital Soni, Middletown Main
Street board member, for her work as a board member in the Middletown Main
Street organization. Specifically, Sital oversaw and created many processes our
organization uses on a daily basis. Sital’s human resources expertise and strong
community involvement have truly been an asset to the growth and vision of our
organization.”

--Middletown Main Street

Awardee Ed Ide
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Community Partner for the
Town of Smynra

“106 W. Commerce Street, 1 N. Main Street and 2-10 N. Main Street stood empty and
in disrepair for years. In 2013 Ed brought his vision to bear on the former Smyrna
Theater, adapting it for Painted Stave Distillery and Ed’s own offices - even restoring
the neon “Smyrna” sign! Ed then purchased the buildings at the 4 Corners, seeing
them not as dilapidated buildings but as opportunities. Working with the town,
USDA, and committed tenants, these wonderful historic buildings will anchor
Smyrna’s Historic downtown for years to come.”

--Town of Smyrna

Awardee UD School of Public Policy and Administration and
Nina David
Award Category Outstanding Community Partner for the

Lincoln/Union Business District

“UD School of Public Policy and Administration and Nina David, Assistant Professor
and a Wilmington West Side resident, brought the Better Block Project to N. Union
St. in Wilmington, DE. Better Block has attracted more than soo people to Union
St. to witness the value of traffic calming, outdoor seating, and diagonal parking
measures. It has helped build community consensus around neighborhood improve-
ments, and enabled Cornerstone CDC to leverage broad public support for infra-
structure improvements for N. Union St.”

--West Side Grows Together
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Awardee
Award Category

Tammy Kearney
Outstanding Downtown Volunteer for the
City of Seaford

“In 2010, the Seaford Enhancement Team, now known as Seaford Tomorrow, was
formed. At its inception was dedicated volunteer and group secretary Tammy
Kearney. She has a passion for arts and the revitalization and vibrancy of Downtown
Seaford. She not only assisted Seaford Tomorrow in their efforts to support the City
with their Commercial District Affiliation and Downtown Delaware Designation,
she is also an integral part of the Nanticoke River Arts Council who now has down
presence at Gallery 107.”

--City of Seaford

Dan Marabello
Outstanding Downtown Volunteer for the
City of Milford

Awardee
Award Category

“Since 2008, Dan has been tirelessly devoted to the improvement of Downtown
Milford. From 2008-2010, Dan served as Mayor of the City of Milford. Dan was one
of the most active members of DMI’s Board of Directors from 2008-2014 in his role
as Chief Financial Officer. Dan is currently an active volunteer for the Farmers
Market, Milford in Bloom, Eat in the Street, Bug and Bud Festival and the Holiday
Stroll. Dan serves the community in numerous ways - volunteering for Bayheath
Hospital; serving as Treasurer and board member for the Meadows at Shawnee HOA;
the Circle of Light Inc.; and Milford 2nd Street Players. Dan is truly an outstanding
and well deserving recipient of this award.”

--Downtown Milford Inc.

Awardee Joe Charma
Award Category Outstanding Downtown Volunteer for the
City of Newark

“Joe Charma is a long-time volunteer of the Downtown Newark Partnership and
Chair of the Design Committee. As an engineer by trade, with a strong interest in
the arts, Joe enthusiastically shares his knowledge and abilities whenever needed.
Through his leadership, the DNP Design Committee has transformed into a very
active, knowledgeable group making significant, long-term improvements to
Downtown Newark.

--Downtown Newark Partnership

Ken Grant a.k.a. “The Godfather of Social Media”
Outstanding Downtown Volunteer for the
City of Wilmington

Awardee
Award Category

“Main Street Wilmington would like to recognize Ken Grant, a social media mentor
and marketing director also known as “the Godfather of Social Media”, for his work
as a consultant and volunteer on various Downtown Wilmington branding and image
campaigns. Specifically, he is a force behind the Delaware Social Media Initiative
that encourages individuals, businesses, nonprofits and governments to support
each other through social media.”

--Main Street Wilmington

Valarie Leary
Outstanding Volunteer for
Old New Castle

Awardee
Award Category

“Valarie Leary, Board Member and Past President of the New Castle Community
Partnership, is always open to helping other organizations in a time of need. Last
year, two major fundraisers were in jeopardy of being cancelled or reduced, but
Valarie knew it was important they remained in-tact. She Chaired them, developed
committees, obtained funding, worked with the City of New Castle and the Trustees
of the New Castle Common. They went off without a hitch, and were very successful
for the City of New Castle. We appreciate her “we got this” attitude. “

--New Castle Community Partnership, Inc.

Adele Meehan
Outstanding Volunteer for the
Lincoln/Union Business District

Awardee
Award Category

“West Side Grows Together recognizes Adele Meehan, President of the 7th District
Neighborhood Planning Council (NPC), for her work as a volunteer in the Better
Block Project on N. Union St. in Wilmington, DE. Adele volunteered more than
100 hours contributing to the planning, implementation, and documentation of the
Better Block Project, and publicized the event and the infrastructure improvements
that it demonstrated city-wide through her work with the City of Wilmington’s
Neighborhood Planning Councils.”

--West Side Grows Together
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Best Historic Preservation Project
6 South State Street
Cameron Llewellyn, Contractor

Outstanding Business
Sugar Bee Boutique
Sherry Shupe and Peggy Reilly

Outstanding Fundraiser
Eat in the Street
Downtown Milford Inc.

Outstanding Volunteer Program
DMI Volunteer Coordinator Position
Downtown Milford Inc.

Best Retail Event
Holiday Stroll 2015

Downtown Milford Inc.

Best Image Activity

Cooperative Television Advertising Campaign

Downtown Milford Inc.

Best New Building
608 N. Market Street
Buccini/Pollin Group

Best Facade Over $7,500
726 N. Market Street
Jimmy Hackett
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Awardee

Award Category
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Award Category
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Awardee

Award Category
Activity
Awardee

Award Category
Activity
Awardee

Best Downtown Business Development Program
Downtown Visions/Main Street Wilmington
Business Development Strategy

Downtown Visions/Main Street Wilmington

Best Adaptive Reuse
627 N. Market Street
Buccini/Pollin Group

Best Upper Floor Renovation
Market Street Village
Buccini/Pollin Group

Best Special Event
Ladybug Festival
Main Street Wilmington

Best Interior Renovation
Designer Show House
Middletown Main Street

“Downtown Delaware Choice” Award
Facade Improvement Program
Main Street Wilmington

“Downtown Delaware Choice” Award
Taste of Newark
Downtown Newark Partnership
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Town Manager with Extraordinary Commitment
to Revitalization of the Downtown Commercial Core

Awardee Gene Dvornick

Award Category Town Manager with Extraordinary Commitment to

Revitalization of the Downtown Commercial Core

“Since 2004 Gene Dvornick has provided exceptional leadership in
his capacity as Town Manager of Georgetown. During his tenure,
Gene regularly speaks with downtown residents and property and
business owners, and even conducted a detailed survey and on-on-
one consultations to understand their hopes and needs. His strong
historic preservation ethic in evident in his leading the creation of
comprehensive downtown Design Guidelines to protect the historic
fabric of the community and creation of a new community brand,
the adoption of which took place just hours after its presentation,
and implementation, on letterhead the very next morning!”

--Downtown Delaware

Awardee Dave Hugg
Award Category Town Manager with Extraordinary Commitment to
Revitalization of the Downtown Commercial Core

“Town Manager Dave Hugg has tirelessly led revitalization efforts
for downtown Smyrna with a team of very qualified partners and
elected officials for fourteen years. His leadership has resulted in
a formidable list of accomplishments: a Corridor and Downtown
strategic plan; effective Economic Development and Business
Development Committees as well as a newly created Redevelopment
Authority; expanded water and sewer services; decreased vacancy;
and progressive incentives to foster economic opportunity,
appropriate growth, and increased quality of life. Stay tuned as
Dave forges ahead to continue to make downtown Smyrna an
increasingly livable, walkable, and relevant community for all!”

--Downtown Delaware

Outstanding Service to Main Street
in the State of Delaware

Awardee Tracy Skrobot
Award Category Outstanding Service to Main Street in the
State of Delaware

“Tracy Skrobot very effectively led the Middletown Main Street
program for eight years. Several of her key achievements included
development of the annual lamp post contest to bring ad space for
downtown merchants at minimal cost; partnering with downtown
businesses to produce “Fashion on Main”, and expansion of the series
of annual Designer Show Houses that brought community partners
together and raised over $80,000 which funded the facade/signage/
canopy and awning grant program for downtown property owners.
Tracy’s specialization in historic preservation became an asset to the
Downtown Delaware program as well, becoming a mentor to newer
managers and a member of the Rural Business Mentoring Program.
We wish Tracy well as she moves to North Carolina!”

--Downtown Delaware
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Awardee(s) Rick Ferrell, Principal, Retail Market Answers, LLC
Donna Ann Harris, Principal, Heritage Consulting Inc.
Ben Muldrow, Partner, Arnett Muldrow & Associates
Award Category Core Consulting Team Member

“The Downtown Delaware “Core Consulting Team”
consists of three nationally-known experts in topic
areas of downtown revitalization. Rick Ferrell,
Donna Ann Harris, and Ben Muldrow have worked
with hundreds of downtown staff and volunteers in
a majority of Delaware’s 20 Main Street and
Commercial District Communities. They are fully
devoted to seeing quality of life in Delaware’s
downtown commercial districts continue to advance,
and beyond providing outstanding service as paid
consultants in their respective subject areas, they
regularly provide pro bono services, and even sit on
committees and boards of Delaware’s Main Street
organizations on a regular basis. Enough gratitude
cannot be expressed to honor the value of these

committed individuals.”

--Downtown Delaware

Awardee USDA Rural Development

Award Category Exceptional Partner and Sponsor

“Simply put, USDA Rural Development has
allowed downtown revitalization efforts to grow
exponentially in the First State. Two significant
Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI)
grants as well as a Rural Business Enterprise Grant

over eight years’ time have enabled Downtown

Delaware to provide opportunities that could not have

been imagined without the infusion of over $450,000

into developing and providing services and programs
for downtown revitalization organizations and
associated small businesses in rural communities
statewide. An estimated 1,500 people have

benefitted from these services.

Thank you USDA Rural Development!”

--Downtown Delaware

losuods pue asujied jeuoindarxy



